
 

December 2018 

Meetings, Meetings, Meetings 

For me this month meant a lot of meetings in Libreville- 350 miles away. The first meeting was 
technically at the end of November. I returned to Libreville for a week of meetings on extensively 
drug resistant TB at the World Health Organization building with WHO experts from other 
countries. Tuberculosis is now the leading cause of death from a single infectious agent, killing 1.6 
million people yearly. That’s more than HIV at 940,000 and malaria at 445,000 combined. That’s 
three TB deaths every minute. At Bongolo we are one of only 6 places in Gabon to treat Multi-
drug resistant TB. Finally at the end of the month, I returned for meetings for the medical works 
of the church in my capacity as Medical Director. 



 

  



Patient Stories 

These boys, above right, are 12-year-old twins. The boy on the right, in the Brooklyn T-
shirt, came to the hospital unconscious and seizing because his blood pressure was much too high 
as the result of problem with his kidneys that occurred after a skin infection. He 
was transferred to Bongolo from the regional hospital. I don't think it was an accident that he 
arrived at one of the very few places in all of Gabon capable to treat malignant hypertension in a 
child. Several days after he came to the hospital, his twin came with the same kidney problem 
although much less severe. They came this month to follow up. Both are well, and their blood 
pressure is now normal. 
 
Sunday School 

Sunday School has been really full lately. In anticipation of the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays most weeks we’ve had over 200 students. Here are pictures of all three classes working 
on their coloring sheets on the Sunday before New Years. Unfortunately, the printer/copier 
bought for the coloring sheets died suddenly in the same week my office printer died. If the kids 
keep coming after the New Year we'll need to buy more benches. That's a great "problem" to 
have. 
 

 

The little kids? 



 

  



The middle class 

 

?The big kids 
 
Comic Relief 

In the middle of the medical drama of the hospital it helps to see the amusing side of things. 

-A woman came with a very shiny injured leg after falling. It was shiny because she had rubbed 
fat from a boa constrictor of it before coming to the hospital. I asked how she was able to catch a 
snake for its fat when she couldn’t walk because of her injury and found she had the snake fat 
around the house for just such an event. I guess this is the original snake oil. 

-One of my patients in the hospital this week is a witchdoctor. He didn’t take his own medicine. 

-It’s been raining more than usual this rainy season. People are saying this is because someone 
has stolen the river mermaid’s baby and she is mad. 
 



Answered Prayer and Praise 

- Around 1,400 people decided to follow Jesus at Bongolo in 2018!  (I'm still waiting for the final 
number from the hospital chaplain.) 

- Our new Ophthalmology resident Dr. Roger from Chad and his family arrived. 

Prayer Requests 

-Blessed 2019. 

-Pray for more Gabonese nurses. We don't currently have enough nurses to staff the ER at night, 
so a Nurse's Aide greets patients and calls the appropriate person.  

-Continue to pray for another long-term primary care doctor. (You can see the Ministry 
Opportunity Description of this position by clicking on this 
link. https://www.cmalliance.org/jobs/international/africa/gabon-bongolo/bongolo-hospital-
primary-care-physician/) 

-Continue to pray for a Project Manager to coordinate the construction, and infrastructure 
projects.  
 

Thank you for contributing to the CMA’s Great Commission Fund. Your gifts to the GCFmake it 
possible for the Alliance to send me to Bongolo and to show God’s love around the world. Here are 
some ways you could designate a gift: Support of Renée Valach- goes to the Great Commission Fund 
toward allowance, etc. Work of Renée Valach- for special work projects related to my 
ministry BHAIDS Treatment.toward HIV treatment, particularly the pediatric patients. You can also 
give a gift through the CMA for the Bongolo Benevolent fund to help patients who cant afford their 
care BH Poor Fund.? 
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